
 

VICTORIA TRUTH CENTRE 
EMMA SMILEY LEGACY FUND 

 

  



 

 

Creating a vibrant and caring community for all 
Are you someone who wants to make the community you live in happier, safer, healthier, 
greener, kinder, more tolerant, more compassionate, and/or more equal?  Do you care about the 
environment, social justice, health-related issues, gender equity, arts and culture, education, 
food security for children and seniors, and more?  

In 1936, during the darkest days of the Great Depression, Burges Gadsden founded the Victoria 
Foundation on the belief that people would choose to support each other if they were given the 
opportunity.  

Gadsden’s work at the Sunshine Inn, a soup kitchen 
on Pandora Avenue, gave him insight into the ways 
donors could work with local organizations to come 
together and strengthen the wellbeing of 
community. 

With a $20 gift from Gadsden’s mother Fannie, the 
Victoria Foundation was established with a mission 
aimed at connecting people who care with causes 
that matter.  

From those early days, the Victoria Foundation continues to be committed to strengthening 
community wellbeing by investing in people, opportunities, and solutions. We do this by inspiring 
giving, by thoughtfully caring for the assets entrusted to us, and by investing in people, ideas and 
activities that strengthen our communities.  

It is thanks to the foresight and generosity of people like Burges and Fannie Gadsden that the 
Victoria Foundation now manages assets of more than $343 million – making it the sixth largest 
of 191 community foundations in Canada. Since 1936, the foundation has granted over $259 
million to thousands of organizations.  

The Victoria Foundation is fortunate to be associated with so many people who share our 
founder’s commitment to the ongoing betterment of our community. We are committed to 
building on Burges Gadsden’s legacy and carrying forward his commitment to improve our 
community – forever.  



Victoria Truth Centre and Victoria Foundation – 

Two organizations with a shared history of service in our community 
We are honored to continue this important work with the Victoria Truth Centre, an organization 
with a long history of service in the Victoria area.  Since 1934, under the guiding teachings of your 
founding member, Dr. Emma M. Smiley, the Centre has contributed to the fellowship and 
wellbeing of your community in countless ways. Like the Victoria Foundation, which was formed 
in 1936, your mission started in the Great Depression and continues to thrive today.  

The Victoria Truth Centre Emma Smiley Legacy Fund at the Victoria Foundation will continue this 
work.  Each year, the Victoria Truth Centre will receive a grant from the Fund which will support 
the Centre’s operations and help fulfil its mission of service.   

This includes supporting organizations that help young people and families in need, providing 
healthy lifestyle support such as food, healthy living and/or shelter and those organizations that 
help develop future leaders, guided by Rev. Emma Smiley's positive thinking motto of “Living Life 
Lovingly,” building self-esteem, inspiring productive lifestyles, and helping others to contribute 
to their community. 

The legacy of Dr. Smiley and the Victoria Truth Centre will be preserved for all time. 

The Victoria Foundation will be here to manage and invest the Fund, ensure the annual grant is 
disbursed to the Victoria Truth Centre, and assist the Centre’s board and members as they 
consider new opportunities for outreach & support of the causes that are important to you.   

In addition to supporting the Centre’s operations, the annual grant may support causes that 
are most meaningful to the Centre’s mission. 

The Victoria Foundation will share its community knowledge through our various granting 
programs and offer research into issues that are important to the Centre’s mission.   

The Victoria Truth Centre may also recommend contributions to our Community Action Funds. 
These ten cause-based funds support a wide range of vital projects, 
programs and initiatives in the community, including the strategic 
initiatives of the Victoria Foundation that foster long-term and 
transformational community change.  

Priorities are set by drawing upon the Victoria Foundation’s strong 
connection to community, and our history of addressing the greatest 
needs, opportunities, and innovations within each of the fund areas. 

Although the broad causes will remain constant, the priorities within them will change over time, 
ensuring your contributions can adapt and meet the needs of our community. 

 



The Victoria Foundation’s Community Action Funds 
Whether your passion is to support the arts, environment, health related programs, social justice, 
when you make a gift to a Community Action Fund, you can have confidence that your gift will 
be put to the highest and best use. 

Currently, the Community Action Funds allow you to give confidently to COVID relief and recovery 
efforts within the cause areas that matter to you.   



Some of the local charities focused on youth and supported through 
the Victoria Foundation’s granting programs  

 

 
Supported two family programs: Love 2 Learn 
(ages 0 - 5) and Healthy Together. 

 
Supported organization's transition to digitally 

adapt their services, including counselling services. 
 

 

 
Supported operational needs and grieving youth 
through individual counselling. 

 
Provided support for children, youth and their 

families access to music therapists, play therapists, 
art therapists, counsellors and psychologists. 

 

 

 
Provided Funds to Kaleidoscope's Mainstage 
outdoor programming tour of local communities. 

 
Funding allowed KidSport to continue providing 

access to sport for children and youth. 
 

 

 
Funding helped support staffing costs to deal with 
increasing demand for outreach to youth and 
families. 

 
Supported the JHS KidStart Mentoring Program, 

largely for general operational costs and program 
adaptation due to COVID-19. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Funding provided operations support to allow the 
organization to continue programming. 

 

Whether you support a Community Action Fund or your chosen charities, the Victoria Truth Centre 
can be confident that its gifts will be put to the highest and best use to fulfil the Centre’s mission as it 

continues to embrace and enhance the wellbeing of this community. 


